
Should the United States require
all mobile and portable electronic
devices to use standardized USB-C

charging cords?

What is the EU
doing ?

Possible Positions

Let each company make
its own design choices

Require USB-C charging
cords

Require one standard
for charging cords, but
let the industry pick it.

Dongles are not allowed
to meet the

requirements

Requiring USB-C for all
smartphones

Reasons to require a
standard charging cord

Reasons to not require
a standard charging

cord.

POLLUTION - so many
cords are being thrown

away

every device seems to
be shipped with a cord

Materials could be used
for other purposes

Is there a problem that
needs to be fixed? What
is the current situation?

Devices use multiple
standards--USB-A, USB-

Micro, USB-Mini.

It's very costly to the
government as these

cords are ending up in
landfills and need to be

recycled

Consumers don't want
multiple types of

charging cords

Example of forgetting
your charging cord and
hoping you can find the
right kind before your

device dies

Other examples?

Government should not
be making product

design decisions

Other possible reasons:
Will it lower prices?

Will it increase a
company's costs?

Will it increase prices of
devices?

Will it lower company's
costs?

x

Some companies use
proprietary connectors?

Orange's Lightning

Mango's Veneer

Everyone has a drawer
with a rat's nest of

charging cords for all
their different devices,

including one they don't
own anymore

Companies say
consumers like how

things are. Just look at
all of the devices they

buy.

Other information to
gather

Estimates of the cost of
multiple charging cords

to consumers and
companies,

Studies on how much
waste and pollution is
from charging cords

Consumer surveys

Company statements

Information on the
impact of the EU

requirements

Does this infringe
anyone's rights or

property interests?

Is this a decision for the
government to make

instead of companies?

Doesn't competition
solve this problem?

Companies would only
do this if it benefited

their customers, right?

What have the
congressman's

constituents told him?

Have consumers filed
complaints with

government agencies
(e.g., FCC)?

Does it infringe a
company's rights?

Does this interfere with
anyone's property

rights?

What has to happen to
impose this

requirement? (law or
regulation?)


